Cutting the Lifeline The Battle of Port Royal

AL the outset of the Civil War, Federal stratecists knew that On the moeming of November 7, 1861, Du Pont’s fiagship, the Wabash led the Beet into action.  As
a naval blockade of sauthern ports was crucial by stop tha the Union vessels neared the sound Confederate batteries at Forts Wakoer and Beauregard opened
Influx of supplies from abroad which the South firm. Du Pont, having sent ships to test the enemy's capabllities the day before, concentrated most
depended upon to conduct 3 war. It would also = of his fire on the more heavily armad Fort ‘Walker
show the exportation of goods funding the South
‘) For several hours. Linion warships dueled with the Confederate forts. Shells-ripped through Fort

Sttuated betwizen the seaparts of Savannah ) Walker, dismounting guns, and killing or wounding some of the garmison. Though vallantly served,
and Charlaston, Port Royal Sound was an tlwtqw‘lﬂ the Confederate guns did Bttle hanm to the constantly moving ships
excethnt base from which to carmy out a
naval bleckade.
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A Difficult Passage

On Octaber 20, 1861 the iargest
=3 fieat yet assambbed by the
Uinited States, under the
E command of Flag Offecer
Samuoel F, Du Pont, &t =a
from Hampton Roads; Virginia.

Mearly 13,000 soldiers and a battakion of Marines K-\.D""lﬂi!l'lll:"c the 17
warships, 25 coaling schooners and 33 transports, but their destination had
been kept secrak,

n-'- i,
Threa days cut o Sea, & remendous gale off "

Cape Hptteras scattered the fleet and four ships -
were lost, Opening sealed orders provided in the ; : il . Confedarate N Wft:l_l'!n'-‘r i
event the conwoy was dispersed, each vessel : iH_.'!A:"IL‘IL"ﬂ the !J!I!.i! fram his vantage paint
plotted its own Course [0 & rendezvols polnt off - - ' at Fort Walker
Port Royal Sound. By November 3, the majority -
it squdoon had Syyed. a —_ ; Paous fo Mime The waler wis o
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A% the Union fleet assembled, It was first challenged by fobr fire Ahor -frr whae a.-n' BN Bfer SHT wiER Tt Brecrinn of Earge! practice

Confederate vessels commanded by losiah Tattnall, Vastly
aut-armed, the Southern gunboats continued to contest
the advance Linlon warships for two days while Du Pont
positioned:-the Neet against General Thomas Draytan's
coastal fortifications.

Sputharn resistance continued until mid aftarnaon when theic ammunition ran low, and Lt
damage had been Inflicted on the attacking fleat. With many of their guns dismounted, and In
danger of being trapped, the decision was made to abandon Forts Walker and Baauregard
and rotreat inland. Port Royal Sound had boen seoured by the Union,

L To | P For the remainder of the war the area served as Union headquarters for the army’s
Department of the South and the navy's South Atlentic Blackading Squadran, which patrolied
tha South Carolina, Georgla and east Fioridn coast

DOu Pant's Innavative plan divided his warships into twa
parallel sgradrans. The vessels wodld sail Into Port Roval Sound between
the bwo enemy forts: Once past the defenses, ane column would guard
against Confedarate gunboats while the other circled back in an alliptica
maneuver, bombarding the forts into submission.




